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For the last 50 years, at the edge of the forest of Fontainebleau, the <National sports center
of la defense> has housed the full range of sports training of the French military. The
uncoordinated layout of the site, the dispersion of infrastructures that have become obsolete
and the determination to open this military sports complex to sporting members of civil society
to guarantee to all, the possibility of practicing sports at a high level in an exceptional location
led the Ministry of Defense to undertake an ambitious project to redevelop the entire site.
The spatial reorganization is carried out in 3 phases.

1) Cleaning, calming and clarifying the campus in order to reduce the footprint of the built

environment and reorganize the reserves of landscaped property to restore the ambiance of a
clearing, an atmosphere of being in the heart of the forest, by restoring the maximum amount
of surface area to the forest.

2) Structure the le site thanks to a new urban framework from the entrance all the way to the
sports plateau serving all the facilities. Two new places charged with powerful symbolism -
the Place d’Armes and the Esplanade des Sports - connected by a pedestrian mall linking the
features of the site and organizing its circulations.

3) Qualify the new sequence by inserting light buildings, whose lines echo the forested
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character of the campus. Gentle and peaceful yet decidedly contemporary architecture,

whose variations are expressed through the reference material, i.e., wood.

in the forest, while detaching the halls from the ground.

Witten by philippe barthélémy & sylvia grifio architects

Two new sports halls rise along the edges of the sports The pool or

hall, with a 50 m pool, a dojo and a restaurant, stands in alignment with the housing units
while the athletics hall closes off the esplanade. The two halls are similar in conception. A
vast roof with two slopes with a constellation of lanterns overhanging the gables to form
an awning and curve back in long swathes to cover the fagades of the 1st floor while the

fagades of the ground floors are all clad in glass overlooking the various sports activities

Location Fontainebleau, France Use Olympic swimming pool, Dojos, Fitness and gymnastics rooms, Athletics track,
Locker rooms, Restaurant - Site area Campus 400,000m*  Floor area Swiming hall_7200m2, Athlétic hall_7000m?
Structure Steel frame - length 54m for the athletics hall Exterior finish Wood, Glass curtain wall Design period
2011 ~ 2012 Constrution period 2012 ~ 2015 Structural engineering TESS Energy supplies engineer SNC

Lavalin  Photographer Amaud Schelstraete Editorial design Shin Min-Ki - Editor Yoon Seon-Min
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:National Sports Center of La Defense
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1 NATURAL ALUMINUM COVER 6 TRAPEZOIDAL-SECTION SHEETING + PERFO- 10 STEEL COLUMN 16 WOODBOARD DUBBING
2 INSULATION RATED SOUND-ABSORBENT BOARDING + INSU- 11 ALUMINUM FOLDED SHEET 17 WATERPROOF WOODBOARD SUPPORT
3 TRAPEZOIDAL-SECTION SHEETING + PERFO- LATION 12 COATED ALUMINUM CURTAIN WALL 18 WO0OD FRAME FACADE
RATED SOUND-ABSORBENT BOARDING 7 RAINSCREEN 13 DOUBLE GLAZING 19 DOUGLAS FIR CLADDING
4 ALUMINUM GUTTERS 8  ALUMINUM CLADDING 14 PREFABRICATED CONCRETE SLAB
5 STEEL HEA BEAM 9 STEEL FRAME 15 ALUMINUM CEILING
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dojo lockers
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swimming pool
restaurant
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SWIMMING HALL SECTION A FACADE SECTION DETAIL
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SWIMMING HALL PLAN
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1 MULTIPURPOSE TRAY &
BALL GAMES FIELD

2 ENTRANCE

3 LOCKERS

4 STORAGE

5 GYMHALL

6 SWIMMING POOL 50M
7 FITNESS ROOM

8 TECHNICAL ROOM
9 KITCHEN

10 BAR

11 RESTAURANT




